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5. “Who whispers in the souls of humankind.” 


The third characteristic of Satan is mentioned in this verse. The first 
characteristic is that he is an incessant whisperer, constantly suggesting evil. The 
second is that he appears and disappears, deceiving his clients or targets into 
thinking that he has left them only to appear once again when they least expect 
him, when their guards are down. The third is depth to which his whisperings 
can reach. 


QjiUi 4 {jm c£4lT 


“Who whispers in the souls of humankind.” The Almighty gave Iblees and the 
evil jinn the ability to enter human beings and affect their hearts and minds. 
Safiyyah bint Huyayy, wife of the Prophet ( 0 ), reported that she went to 
Allaah’s Messenger (ft) while he was in seclusion ( i‘tikaaf) in the last ten days 
of Ramadaan. She had a talk with him for a while, then she got up in order to 
return home. The Prophet ( 0 ) accompanied her and when they reached the gate 
of the mosque, opposite the door of Uimn Salamah, two men from the Ansaar 
greeted him as they passed by. He called them back saying, “Don ’t run a way. 
She is my wife, Safiyyah bint Huyayyf They replied, “Glory be to Allaah, O 
Messenger of Allaah, [we could never have thought otherwise] /” They felt 
embarrassed. But the Prophet said to both of them: 


HSLjji j jk of Ji'j oCi^i oiklJi oj » 


“ Verily , Satan flows in the bloodstream ofAadam’s descendants 


Doubts About Allaah 


1 Sahih Al-Bukhari, vol. 3, pp. 142-3, no. 255, Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 1188, no. 5405, Ibn Maajah 
and Aboo Daawood. 
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The most dangerous of the satanic whisperings are those which create doubts 
about Allaah. Ibn ‘Abbaas related that a man came to the Prophet (0) and said, 
“O Messenger of Allaah! One of us has thoughts of such a nature that he would 
rather be reduced to charcoal than to speak about them.” The Prophet (0) replied, 
“ Allaah is Most Great, Allaah is Most Great, Allaah is Most Great! Praise be to 
Allaah who has reduced the guile of the devil to evil prompting.'’’’ 2 


Aboo Hurayrah related that Allaah ’s Messenger (if) said, 

X os'* 4 ' ' s ' s Os ' ' s ' s 0 * * s' O * $ * ' 0$ l 

Jjii- J jX* A 

aUU 4klj I its ALi-jj 


“ Satan will come to everyone of you and ask: Who created this and that? - until 
he questions: Who created your Lord? When he comes to that, one should seek 
refuge in Allaah [say: I affirm my faith in Allaah and His prophets] 3 and avoid 
[such thoughts]?’ 4 


Bad Dreams 


The satanic whispering can also affect the subconscious human mind, according 
to the Prophet’s (0) statement: 


Uj jj ^ aJJI jL j )) 

(( . f. ^«JI 4j Low« 


“ Verily , the dreams which a man sees in his sleep are of three types: a dream 
from the Most Mercifhl [Allaah], a sad dream from Satan, and a subconscious 
dream?’ 5 


In another narration the Prophet (0) was reported to have said: 


2 SunanAbu Dawud, vol. 3, p. 1417, no. 5093 and authenticated 

3 Sahih Muslim, vol. 1, p.77, nos. 242 & 243. 

4 Sahih Muslim, vol. 1, p. 77, no. 244 and Sahih A1 Bukhari, vol. 4, p. 320, no. 496. 

5 Narrated by Aboo Hurayrah in Sahih Muslim, vol. 4, p. 1224, no. 5621, and Sunan Abu Dawud, 
vol. 3, p. 1395, no. 500 land authenticated in Saheeh Sunan Abee Daawood, vol. 3, p. 985, no. 


4369. 
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“If one of you sees a dream which pleases him, it is from Allaah, so let him praise 
Allaah and speak about it. But if he sees other things which he dislikes, it is from 
Satan, so let him seek refuge in Allaah and not mention it to anyone and it will not 
harm him.” 6 


Forgetfulness 

Another of Satan’s whisperings busies the heart with useless or irrelevant 
thoughts until the person forgets what he or she wanted to do. As a result of that, 
forgetfulness is attributed to Satan as he is the cause. The Almighty related on the 
tongue of Moses’ servant, Yousha ibnNoon: 


■9 v 


All y I l_«j jJjlj 3 i j>f. -A 1 1 ^J| UjjI ij C-Jsjl (Jli 


? ~ s*'* >7 ' A-* ? 9^9 

(cjUj L— 1 1 ^ j j ^Lr ^ ^ 0 ^ 


“He replied, ‘Do you remember when we took shelter at the rock? Most 
certainly, that is where I forgot the fish. It was only Satan who caused me to 
forget, and it took an amazing path into the sea!’ ” ( Soorah al-Kahf, 18: 63) 


The Almighty also said: 



“Satan has overtaken them and he made them forget the remembrance of 
Allaah.” ( Soorah al-Mujaadilah, 58: 19) 


6 Sahih Al-Bukhari, vol. 4, p. 324, no. 506. 
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And elsewhere He said: 


^ ** ** s y y * ^ y -9 y "5 ^ JI ' ^ ^ G Ji 'jj 

^ I j-flJ I j £=> jJ I J_*j ^ 1 1° - ' " 1 1 tli XU*u_) L» \j 

“And if Satan causes you to forget, then, after remembering, do not sit in the 
company of those people who are wrong-doers.” ( Soorah al-An‘aam, 6: 68) 7 


Instead of mentioning Satan by name and instructing humans to seek refuge in 
Allaah from him, Allaah chose his most dangerous attribute, whispering. It is the 
greatest evil because it attacks the origin of intentions. A person’s heart may be 
free from sin and disobedience and then Satan whispers into it, so sin crosses the 
person’s mind. And he creates images of it in the person’s mind and he begins to 
wish for it and desire it and it then becomes a desire ( shahwah ). Then Satan 
beautifies it and makes it attractive and makes him imagine it until he begins to 
lean towards it and it becomes a wish ( iraadah ). He then continues to imagine, 
wish for, desire it until he forgets his knowledge of its harm and its evil 
consequences become hidden from him, and Satan blocks his ability to see it as it 

is. He only sees the form of the sin and the enjoyment and pleasure it contains and 
forgets what is behind it. Then his wish becomes a decision ( ‘ azeemah ) to act and 
the heart’s concern for it increases. Satan then sends out his troops to help the 
person commit the sin and to encourage him if his certainty weakens until he does 

it. 8 


Ibn al-Qayyim noted that the wisdom of the Qur’aan can be seen in how refuge is 
told to be sought from the evil of Satan, who whispers in the hearts and slinks 
away, rather than from his whisperings in order for the seeking of refuge to be 
from all aspects of his evil. 




“From the evil of the whisperer,” encompasses all of his evil while describing 
him with his greatest and most evil characteristic, his attribute which has the 
greatest effect and widest corruptive impact. The origin of every act of 


7 Adwaa ul-Bayaan, vol.4, p. 62. 
s Badaa ’i‘ at-Tafseer, vol. 5. p. 452. 
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disobedience and sin is the whisper. Consequently, the Almighty described Satan 
with it in order to indicate that seeking refuge from the evil of the whisper is more 
important than seeking refuge from any other of his evils. 

Adam’s fall was a direct result of Satan’s whisperings: 

S atan entered Paradise 9 and used every trick in his arsenal to deceive Adam 
and his wife and convince them that eating from the forbidden tree was in 
their best interest. In Soorah al-Baqarah where the story is first mentioned, 
no details are given. Allaah merely mentions that Satan tripped them 
saying: 

" o o <■ $ ^ 

, 4_i3 lil£ U-a UgA.ja.lfl I g b^ W* 

“Then Satan caused them both to slip from there and extracted them from 
what they were in.” ( Soorah al-Baqarah, 2: 36) 


Soorah al-A‘raaf contains much more details of how Satan tricked Adam and 
Eve. It explains Satan’s goals, as well as his method of deceiving them. 

A & 

u 

. j-a LijSj ji jjSU IjjSj ji V] o ja-idill o3a jc. U£jj 

“Then Satan whispered suggestions to them both in order to uncover what 
was hidden from them of their private parts. He said: Your Lord only 
forbade you from this tree so that you would not become angels or 
immortals.” ( Soorah al-A‘raaf, 7: 20) 

Ibn al-Qayyim noted that the enemy of Allaah knew that if they both ate 
from the tree, their private parts would appear to them. For it was a sin, and sin 
rips apart the veil between Allaah and His slave. Thus, when they disobeyed, the 
veil was torn and their private parts became visible to them. For sin exposes the 
inner and outer private parts. Consequently, the Prophet ( 0 ) saw in his sleep a 

9 Ibn Katheer commented on Satan’s presence in Paradise saying: “If someone asks, ‘If the 
Paradise that Adam was expelled from was in heaven, as the majority of scholars assert, is it 
possible for Iblees to enter Paradise after being expelled from it by Allaah ’s command (when he 
refused to prostrate to Adam)?’ Basically, the response to this would be that the Paradise which 
Adam was in was in the heavens, not on the earth, as I explained in the beginning of my book al- 
Bidaayah wan-Nihaayah. The majority of scholars held that Satan was originally prohibited from 
entering Paradise, but there were times when he was able to sneak in secretly [past its guardian 
angels]... Some scholars said that it is also possible that Satan led Adam and Eve astray on his 
way out of Paradise. Others, like az-Zamakhsharee, said that he led them astray when he was on 
earth, while they were still in heaven. ( Tafsir Ibn Kathir, vol. 1, p. 200) 



(JlSj 1 j^Q 1 -afl '\CL jJJJJ U UgJ jjAiJ jl fin nil UgJ JJJJUljS 
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vision of naked male and female adulterers and fornicators with their private parts 
exposed . 10 Thus, if a male or female is seen with their private parts exposed in a 
dream it indicates that their religion has become corrupt. The poet said: 


IjUa^C. (JjjUII Jajuij AjUal Vj * Al W. V (j-a 


Indeed, it is as though I see whoever has neither shyness 

Nor integrity among people in a state of nakedness 

Allaah, may He be glorified, revealed external clothing to hide and cover the 
private parts, and internal clothing of piety which beautifies the slave and covers 
him. If this clothing is removed, his inner private parts become exposed just as his 
external private parts become exposed when his clothing is snatched away . 1 1 

“He said: Your Lord only forbade you from this tree so that you 
would not become angels or immortals,” That is, [the prohibition] was due to a 
dislike that you two become angels and to live eternally in Paradise. It was from 
this point that he entered upon them, when he came to know that they both desired 
to live eternally in it. This is the door to his greatest deception by which he 
con fr onts the progeny of Adam. He flows in their veins until he comes across 
their souls and blends into them. Then he asks their souls what they love and what 
they desire. When he learns these things, he uses them against the creature and 
con fr onts him from this door. He also informs his brethren and allies among 
humans if they want their corrupt goals among them to enter from the door that he 
loves and desires. For it is a door that no one who enters it seeking anything will 
be disappointed. Whoever seeks another entrance will find the door blocked and 
he will be repelled from his goal. 

The enemy of Allaah investigated our parents and sensed their comfort and 
reliance on eternal life in that abode of perpetual pleasure. He realized that it was 
the only door through which he could enter upon them. So he swore by Allaah to 


10 Sahih Al-Bukhari, vol.9, pp. 138-9, no. 171 and Sahih Muslim. The text of the hadeeth has the 
statement: Samurah ibn Jundub narrated that the Messenger of Allaah (0) often used to ask his 
companions, “ Did anyone of you have a dream?” So dreams would be related to him by those 
whom Allaah wished. One morning the Prophet (M) said, "‘Last night two persons came to me (in a 
dream), got me up and said, ‘Proceed!’ ... So we proceeded until we came across something like a 
huge clay-lined, baking pit from which a lot of noise and screaming was coming. ” The Prophet 
(0) added, “When we looked inside it, we saw naked men and women with a blazing fire 
underneath them. Whenever the flames reached them, they cried loudly. I asked my companions, 
‘Who are these people?’ They said to me ... ‘ Regarding those naked men and women whom you 
saw in the oven, they are the adulterers and the adulteresses. ” 

11 Ighaathah al-Lahfaan, v ol. 1, pp. 102-3. 
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them that he would give them sincere advice and “He said: Your Lord only 
forbade you from this tree so you would not become angels or immortals.” 

‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Abbaas used to recite malakayni (two angels) as malikayni 
(two kings) ... saying: “They didn’t desire to be angels. Instead they sought to 
become elevated and exalted by becoming kings, so he came at them from the 
direction of kingdom and dominion. Allaah’s statement in the following verse 
points towards this recitation: 

. V tdlLaj -frkJI ^Ac. dlbl Ja % Jli ki.nt'H 4_ilj 

“Then Satan whispered to him saying: ‘O Adam. Shall I lead you to the Tree 
of Eternal Life and to a kingdom that will never deteriorate?” ( Soorah Taa 
Haa, 20: 120) 

As for the well-known recitation, a question arises: How could the enemy of 
Allaah cause Adam to desire to be an angel by eating from the tree, when he saw 
that angels neither eat nor drink? Furthermore, Adam - may peace be on him - 
was more knowledgeable about Allaah, about himself, and about the angels, than 
to desire to be one of them by eating, especially eating what Allaah, Most Great 
and Glorious, had forbidden him. 

The answer is that Adam and Eve - peace be on both of them - did not desire 
that originally. Instead, it was the enemy of Allaah who lied to them and deceived 
them, and tricked them by naming that tree “the Tree of Eternal Life”. This was 
the first deception and trick from which his followers inherited [the practice of] 
giving forbidden things the names of things beloved to the souls. They named 
alcohol “the mother of spirits”, and its brother “a little piece of rest”, and interest 
was named “transaction”, taxes named “Rights of Sultanate”, and they named the 
most abominable and corrupt form of oppression “court laws”, the most extreme 
form of disbelief - denial of the Lord’s attributes - was named affirmation of 
[divine] infallibility, and they named gatherings of corruption “assemblies of 
goodness”. 12 After naming it “the Tree of Eternal Life”, Satan told them, “Your 
Lord only forbade you from this tree because He disliked that you would eat from 
it and live eternally in Paradise without dying and thereby be like the angels who 
don’t die.” Adam did not know that he would die at that time, so desire to remain 
eternally in Paradise arose in him. The doubt had found root from the comment of 
his enemy and Satan’s sworn oath by Allaah that he was a sincere adviser for 


12 Today interest is called benefits ( faa’idah ) in the Arab world, mortgage, returns; gambling is 
called bingo, lottery, trading etc.; adultery and fornication are called “free sex”; pornography 
called freedom of expression or artistic freedom; homosexuality and lesbianism called alternative 
life styles.; 
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them. Doubt joined with desire and the destiny helped it, the decay sinah of 
inattentiveness caught them and their enemy woke up for them, as it was said: 


JjSn ^ f M 'i'J'j \j 




Hull 


They awoke but Alla ah wanted their inattentiveness 

So that destiny fixed in eternity would come to pass 

Except that this answer is contradicted by Allaah’s statement, “or you would 
become immortals.” However it could be said that there must be in the plots and 
plans of the deceitful plotter contradictions and falsehood which indicate his plot. 
There is no need to correct the statements of Allaah’s enemy, and to make 
excuses for him. Instead excuses should be found for our father, in that the enemy 
circulated around him and entered his hearing. He did not say absolutely that if 
they ate from the tree that they would become angels. Instead he made the matter 
vacillate between two issues; one impossible and the other possible, and that is 
among the most devious types of plots. Consequently, when he caused him to 
desire the possible matter, he affirmed it without hesitation saying: “O Adam. 
Shall I lead you to the Tree of Eternal Life and to a kingdom that will never 
deteriorate?” He did not include the element of doubt here as he did in the 
Almighty’s statement: “...so you would not become angels or immortals .” 13 

Allaah continues in Soorah al-A‘raaf to describe the method used by Satan to 
convince Adam and Eve to eat from the tree: 

55 A St 

. * A ‘dl LoglojuilSy 


“He then swore by Allaah to the both of them: Indeed, I am among the 
sincere advisers for you both.” ( Soorah al-A‘raaf, 7: 21) 

According to Ibn al-Qayyim, this statement contains six different 
linguistic elements of emphasis: 

One: Emphasis by using an oath; 

Two: Emphasis with the particle of emphasis inna; 

Three: Advancement of the preposition and its object lakumaa indicating 
specialization, meaning, “My advice is special for you both and its benefit is for 
you and not me, ” 

Four: Use of the present participle naasih which indicates continual action 
instead of the verb, meaning, “Giving advice is a part of my character and not 
something occasional. ” 


13 Ighaathah al-Lahfaan, vol. 1, pp. 103-4. 
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Five: Use of the laam of emphasis in the predicate of the oath. 

Six: He described himself as an adviser among advisers. It is as if he said to them: 
There are many who could advise you in this matter and I am just one of them. 

The enemy of Allaah bequeathed this trick to his allies and his group for 
use when they deceive the believers, as the hypocrites used to say to the 
Messenger of Allaah, whenever they came to him: 

% <■ $ O f. 

. Aul tfrjl ^ ***< 

“We bear witness that indeed you are the Messenger of Allaah.” ( Soorah al- 
MunaaGqoon, 63: 1) 

They emphasized their information by bearing witness and by using the laam of 
emphasis. 14 


Satan’s Evils 

Evil from Satan also occurs from other avenues besides his whispering. He is 
a thief who steals peoples’ wealth. He is able to steal from every meal or drink 
which is taken without mentioning Allaah’s name over it. He also passes the night 
in homes in which Allaah’s Name is not mentioned. 


Jaabir related that he heard the Messenger of Allaah ( 0 ) say: 

U j jj-xJ Jtlp j 4 J Jtifr al)j J 1x3 131 )) 

°J 131 j ccuilJl °J&'$ S ill \b\\ .0^0' 

(( : JU <o»L(tk> J Ip aJJI Ju 


“If a man remembers Allaah while entering his house and while eating, Satan says 
[to his fellow devils] , ‘There is neither shelter nor supper for you (here). ’ On the 
other hand, if he enters without remembering AJlaah, Satan says, ‘You have found 
shelter. ’ And if he does not remember AJlaah while eating, Satan says, ‘You have 
found both shelter and supper. ”’ 15 


Thus, he and his minions will eat from people’s food without their permission and 
stay in their homes without their invitation. During his stay he will expose their 
private affairs, encourage them to disobey Allaah and then put in peoples’ hearts 
during their sleep and in their state of wakefulness their sins. 


For example, a person does a sin which no one sees, then the next day he 
finds people talking about it, Satan beautifies it and plants it in his heart, then 


14 Ighaathah al-Lahfaan, vol. 1, pp. 104-5. 

15 
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Satan whispers to people about what he did and exposes him. The Lord covers his 
sin and Satan strives to remove the cover and expose it. The person is deceived 
and says to himself, “Only Allaah saw the sin.” He is unaware that his enemy is 
busy spreading news about it and exposing him. Very few people are wise enough 
to realize this reality. 

Among Satan’s evils is that when a person goes to sleep he ties a knot on his 
head which will prevent him from awakening as Aboo Hurayrah quoted the 
Prophet (M) as saying: 

“Satan makes three knots at the back of a person’s head when he goes to sleep 
and he recites over every knot: ‘You have a long night ahead so stretch out and 
sleep. ’ If he awakens and remembers Allaah, one knot becomes untied and if he 
makes wudoo another knot becomes untied, and if he prays all the knots become 
untied. He will then awake in the morning energetic and in good spirits. 
Otherwise he will awaken in bad spirits and feeling lazy .” 16 

Another of his evils is that he urinates in a person’s ear until he oversleeps 
the morning prayer. When it was mentioned to the Prophet ($|) that a person slept 
through the night until the sunrise, he said: 

(( <lJ3I Ji Jlj )) 

“That is a person in whose ears Satan has urinated .” 11 


His evils also include the fact that he sits in all the paths of good for every 
descendent of Adam, laying in wait to dissuade, discourage and prevent people 
from following them. If a person disobeys him and follows the path, he impedes 
him and frustrates him, and confuses him with doubts, other opinions, 
disagreements, and obstacles. If he ignores or overcomes them and does the good 
deed, Satan then prepares for him what will nullify its effects and change his 
intentions . 18 The Almighty quoted Him saying: 

(j-a j (jjj j_j-a Uoj 3 (Jl£ 

, A&j Vj (jc-j pfr.iUajl (jc-j 


16 Sahih Al Bukhari, vol. 4, p. 302, no. 3269, Kitaab: Bad al-Khalq; Baab: Sifat Iblees wa 
junooduh. 

17 Sahih Al Bukhari, vol. 2, p. 149, no. 1 144, Kitaab: tahajjud; Baab: Ithaa naama wa lam yusalli. 

18 Badaa ’i‘ at-Tafseer, vol. 5. pp. 453-4. 
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“He said: Because you have misguided me, I will sit in wait against them on 
Your straight path. Then I will come at them from their front, behind them, 
from their right sides and their left. And You won’t find most of them 
grateful.” ( Soorah al-A‘raaf, 7: 16-7) 


Ibn Katheer commented: “Allaah said that after He gave respite to Satan “until 
the Day they are raised up,” and Iblees was sure that he got what he wanted, he 
went on in defiance and rebellion. “He said: Because you have misguided me, I 
will sit in wait against them on Your straight path,” meaning ‘as You have 
sent me astray,’ according to Ibn ‘Abbaas. Others said: ‘as You have caused my 
ruin,’ I will sit in wait for Your servants whom You will create from the offspring 
of the one You expelled me for.’ “Your straight path,” the path of truth and the 
way of security. I (Iblees) will misguide them from this path so that they do not 
worship You alone, because You sent me astray. 

Iinaam Ahmad recorded that Saburah ibn Abil-Faafih quoted Allaah’s 
Messenger ( 0 ) as saying: “ Satan sat in wait for the descendent of Adam in all his 
paths. He sat on the path to Islaam saying, ‘Would you embrace Islaam and 
abandon your religion and the religion of your forefathers?’ However, Adam’s 
descendent disobeyed Satan and embraced Islaam. So Satan sat on the path of 
Hijrah saying, ‘Would you migrate and leave your land and the sky above it? ’ But 
the stamina of the migrant was like that of a racehorse, so he disobeyed him and 
migrated. So Satan sat on the path of Jihaad against one’s self and with his 
wealth saying: ‘If you fight, you will be killed, your wife will be remarried and 
your wealth divided.’ But he disobeyed him and fought Jihaad. Therefore, 
whoever among them does this and dies, Allaah promises to admit him in 
paradise. If he is killed, or he drowns, or his animal breaks his neck, Allaah 
promises to admit him into paradise. ” 19 

‘Alee ibn Abee Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbaas commented that “Then I 
will come at them from their front,” meant raising doubts in their minds 
concerning their Hereafter, “...behind them,” meant making them more eager for 
the things of this life. “... from their right sides,” meant causing confusion for 
them in the religion, “...and their left,” meant luring them to commit sins.” 20 
This is meant to cover all paths of good and evil. Satan discourages people from 
the path of good and lures them to the path of evil. Al-Haakim ibn Abbaan related 
from Tkrimah that Ibn ‘Abbaas commented that “He did not say that he will come 
from above them, because [Allaah’s] Mercy descends from above.” 21 ‘Alee ibn 


19 Musnad Ahmad, vol. 3, p. 483. 

20 Tafseer at-Tabaree, vol. 12, p. 338. 

21 Ibid., 341. 
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Abee Talhah further reported that Ibn ‘Abbaas said: “And You won’t find most 
of them grateful,” means those who worship Him alone.” 22 

Satan’s evil reached the point where he plotted and used tricks until he 
caused the expulsion of Adam from Paradise and that was not sufficient for him 
until he was able to mislead most of humankind to the Hellfire. Out of every 
thousand, nine hundred and ninety nine will go to hell and one to paradise. That 
did not suffice him, he continued with tricks and traps until he nullified Allaah’s 
Call on earth and the intention of calling for His Sake, and until others were 
worshipped instead of Allaah. He strives his utmost to extinguish Allaah’s Light, 
invalidate His Call, to establish the call of disbelief and idolatry, and erasure of 
Monotheism and its supporters from the earth. 


It is enough evil from him that he opposed and fought Abraham until his 
people threw him with a catapult into a bonfire. But Allaah repelled his plot by 
making the fire cool and safe for Abraham. And he opposed and combated the 
Messiah until his people wanted to kill and crucify him, but Allaah repelled their 
plan and protected him and raised him up into the heavens. He stood up against 
Zakaria and Yahyaa until both of them were killed. He drove Pharaoh and 
beautified corruption for him until he claimed he was the Lord Most High. He 
joined combat with the Last Prophet (0) and incited the Makkan pagans to 
conspire to kill him, but Allaah repelled his efforts and caused them to fail. He 
even attacked the Prophet (if) during prayer 23 : 


s - « . s 0 * * 
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“ Satan appeared before me in my prayer and I choked him until I felt the coldness 
of his saliva on my hand . . .” 24 
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22 Ibid., 342. 

23 Butina ’i‘ at-Tafseer, vol. 5. pp. 454-5. 

~ 4 Reported by ‘Aamir ibn ‘Abdullaah ibn Mas‘ood on the authority of his father, and collected by 
Imaam Ahmad. Scholars disagree as to whether ‘Aamir ever heard hadeeth from his father. If he 
did, then the isnaad is saheeh. but if he didn’t, which is more likely, it is weak. 
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Aboo ad-Dardaa’ narrated, “Allaah’s Messenger (St) stood up [in prayer] and we 
heard him say, ‘I seek refuge in Alla ah from you. ’ Then he reached out his hand as 
if he were catching something, and he said three times, ‘I curse you by Allaah’s 
curse. ’ When he finished praying, we asked him, ‘O Messenger of Allaah, we 
heard you say something in your prayer which we have never heard you say 
before, and we saw you stretch out your arm.’ He replied, ‘Indeed, Allaah’s 
enemy, Iblees, brought a fiery torch and tried to thrust it in my face, so I sought 
refuge in Allaah and cursed him by Allaah ’s perfect curse three times. But he did 
not retreat. So I caught hold of him and, by Allaah, had it not been for the prayer 
of our brother, Sulaymaan, 25 he would have been tied up for the children of 
Madeenah to play with. ’ ” 26 

He also helped the Jews to cast a magic spell on the Prophet (SI). 

Since this is his ability and his evil goals, the only way to be saved from him is 
with the Help of Allaah and His Refuge. 


Categories of Evil 

It is not possible to list all the types of his evil, much less his individual acts 
of evil, because all evil which occurs in the world is caused by him. However, 
most of his evil acts fall under one of the following six major categories: 

1. The evil of disbelief and idolatry (Shirk), and enmity towards Allaah and 
His Messenger. If he succeeds with this, he rests from struggling with him. 
It is the first thing he wishes from a person, so he will continue with him 
until he gets some part of it. If he is successful, he adds him to his troops 
and his army and assigns him to others l ik e himself and he becomes one of 
the missionaries and agents of Iblees. If there is no chance to succeed, 


~ Prophet Sulaymaan (Solomon) asked Allaah for a unique miracle to be granted only to him. 
Consequently, Allaah gave him control over the animals, the jinn and many forces of nature. See 
Qur’aan, 38:36-38. 

26 Sahih Muslim, vol. 1, pp. 273-274, no. 1 106. 
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because the person was a Muslim from the womb of his mother, he 
switches to the second level of evil. 

2. The evil of innovation ( Bid‘ah ) which is more beloved to him than 
corruption and sin, because its harm is to the religion itself, and is an 
infectious evil, and it is a sin from which one cannot repent, 27 and it is in 
opposition to the call of the prophets. It is one of the doors to disbelief and 
idolatry. If he succeeds in trapping him in it, he makes him one of the 
people of bid‘ah and one of his assistants and one of his missionaries. If 
he fails at this level, and the person is of those blessed by Allaah with the 
Sunnah and opposition to the people of bid‘ah and misguidance, he comes 
at him from the next level. 

3. The evil of the various types of major sins ( al-kabaa dr). He becomes over 
zealous to push the person into this trap, especially if he is a scholar with 
followers, in order to turn people away from him, and then to spread his 
sins and acts of disobedience among the people. He will take the help of 
those who will broadcast his sins believing that it is his religious duty and 
a means of getting closer to Allaah, according to his claim, and he 
becomes an assistant of Iblees without realizing it. For the Almighty has 
said: 


^ , s’ a 3 jj ^ ^ ^ s' * s } * s’ ~ 
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“Indeed, those who like to spread tales about adultery and fornication 
among those who believe will have a painful torment in this world and 
in the Hereafter. And Allah knows and you do not.” ( Soorah an-Noor, 
24: 19) 


27 Prophet Muhammad (p) was reported to have said: 

so s *** ' sO JJ s s so 55 
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“ Allaah has prevented those who introduce innovations in the religion from repentance.” 
(authenticated in Silsilah al-Ahaadeeth as-Saheehah, no. 1620). Imaam an-Nawawee said 
regarding this hadeeth that in the narration of al-Bayhaqee “ Allaah has blocked ihtajaba,” even if 
he was ascetic and engaged in much worship ( Fayd al-Qadeer, vol. 2, p. 200). 
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In the case where those who do it in obedience to Iblees, it will be worse. 
All of it chases people away from the scholar and prevents them from 
benefiting from him. The sins of these people, even if they reach the 
heavens, are less in the sight of Allaah than the sins of those. For it is self- 
oppression in the case of the scholar and if he seeks Allaah’s forgiveness 
and repents sincerely, his repentance will be accepted and his sins will be 
transformed into good deeds. As for the others, their sins are oppression 
against the believers, hunting their faults, desire for their exposure, and 
Allaah is laying in wait for them. If Satan is unable to trip the person on 
this level, he follows him to the next. 

4. The evil of minor sins which when gathered can destroy the perpetrator as 
the Prophet («) said: “ Beware of the scorned sins for they are like a 
people who encamp in open land . . ,” 28 He will continue to make the minor 
sins seem trivial until he ignores them until one doing a major sin but 
afraid of it becomes better than him. If he fails at even this level, he 
waylays him on the next level. 

5. Making him busy doing permissible things for which there is no reward or 
punishment. Instead its end result is that he misses out on the reward 
which he lost by being too busy to do the recommended acts of 
righteousness. If Iblees fails because the person protected his time and was 
careful with it, by knowing its value and its rewards and punishments for 
wasting it, he makes his final attempt at the next level. 

6. Making him busy with what is good instead of doing what is better to 
deprive him of the greater value and its reward. So he encourages him to 
do good deeds and insists on it if it involves abandoning or avoiding better 
and nobler deeds. Few people are aware of this, because if a person feels 
within himself a strong urge and motivation to do an act of worship or any 
good deed, he will assume that it could not be from Satan as the Devil 
does not encourage good. He will conclude that it must be from Allaah. 
Such a person is excused as his knowledge did not reach the level of 
understanding that Satan calls to seventy doors of good, either to take the 
person to one of the doors of evil or to cause him to miss an act of 
righteousness greater and nobler than the good of the seventy doors. 29 

7. If Satan fail on all the previous six level, he lets loose his troops of 
humans and jinns with all possible types of harm, like declaring his 
excommunication, his misguidance, by declaring him an innovator, and by 


28 

29 Badaa T at-Tafseer, vol. 5. pp. 455-8. 
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warning the people against him, to weaken his efforts, exhaust his 
strength, and confuse his heart, and busy him and his thoughts in the war 
and prevent people from benefiting from him, and divert his efforts to 
responding and defending himself. At this stage, the believer needs to put 
on his full battle armor and not remove it until he dies. Whenever he 
removes it he will either be captured or wounded. He will remain in a state 
of Jihaad until he meets Allaah. 30 

The secret of why the Almighty said: 


“But that Allaah might test what is in your chests; and to purify that which 
was in your hearts, and Allaah is the All-Knower of what is in your chests.” 

(Soorah Aal ‘Imraan, 3: 154) 


“Have they not traveled through the land, and have they hearts to understand and 
ears to hear? Indeed, it is not the eyes that grow blind, but it is the hearts which 
are in the chests that grow blind.” ( Soorah al-Hajj, 22: 46) 



“whispers in the chests of humankind,” instead of “in their hearts” is that the 
chest is the location which houses the heart. 






30 


Ibid., p. 458 
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